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Indusind Bank to support para athletes at Rio Games

Mumbai, Apr 7 (PTI) Indusind Bank today announced its support to the Indian para athletes, who qualify for
this year's Rio Paralympics, through its Para Champions Programme -- Indusind Umang -- designed for
differently-abled sportspersons.

Fifteen emerging and elite para athletes have been selected to receive support under the programme in the
first year with two among them -- Amit Saroha and Devendra Jhajharia -- having already qualified for the
Paralympic Games in Rio de Janeiro in Brazil this September, a media release said today.

Para swimmer Suyash Jadhav, also among 15 athletes, has already breached the 'A' qualification mark for
the Paralympics this year.

The programme is in association with GoSports Foundation, an independent, professionally-managed and
donor-funded organisation focused on promoting sports in the country with an advisory board comprising
sporting icons Abhinav Bindra, Rahul Dravid and Pullela Gopichand.

"The programme seeks to impact the lives of the selected 15 athletes positively, and boost them to the next
level in their sporting journeys," the release said.

This is the first time a cohesive and comprehensive programme and commitment have been put in place for
para athletes by any corporate in the country, it added.
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Brazeal counts

Confident para-athletes hope to cash in during upcoming Paralympics at Rio
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left), Niranjan Mukundan, Devendra Jhajharia, Suyash Jadhav and Amit Saroha at a media
PIC/SURESH KARKERA

Paralympic athletes Deepa Malik (¢
ference in a city hotel y

SUNDARI IYER
~nndariiyer@mid-day.com
REWARDING the deserving
was the name of the game at a
Mumbai five-star hotel yester- touched a live electric cable of
day where facilities were 11000 volts while climbing a

(swimmer) - are training in
the hope to qualify for the
-le?m‘llmleﬁhand

Despite losing hi
at the age of eight when he

ance in Rio. I want to kiss the
gold medal again and see the
tri-colour being hoisted on
Rio soil,” the 35-year-old, who
works as a coach at Sports
Authority of India in
Gandhinagar (9ujmt), told

extended to para-athletes to tree in

make a name for themselves.  took to sports in order to
A total of 15 emerging and prove that he was not a no-

elite para-athletes were select- Eoper.

ed to receive support from Jhajharia won the javelin
IndusInd Umang in associ- gold at the 2004 Paralympics

ation with GoSports in Athens to become only the

Foundation. second gold medallist for the
Of the 15 para-athletes, country at the Paralympics

two of them — Amit Kumar after para swimmer M t

Saroha (club thrower) and Petkar (1972).

mid-day y
Mom’s the word

ing about how his mother
}:.:mr!sevi helped him over-
come the disability, Jahjharia
said, “People in my native
place (Churu district in
Rajasthan) used to taunt my
parents and said ‘ab yeh ladka
kya karega?’ (What will this
boy do now?).

age of 22, He became a quad-
riplegic is caused by
illness or injury that results in

gu'ﬁal or total loss of use of all
four limbs and torso due to
compression of the spinal
cord).

Before his injury, the TOP
schi athlete was
a national hockey player.
Saroha, whose silver in men’s
club throw F51 event (athletes

ing activity limitations in
both lower and upper limbs)
in the IPC Athletics World
Championships in Doha last
year helped seal a berth
for Rio.

Jhajharia (javelin) He hopes to repeat this feat However, Saroha stressed
have already qualified for the in the Rio Paralympic Games. “It was my mother who that differently-abled athletes
Rio Paralympic Games to be “When I won gold in 2004, stood by me and I owe it to need to stop looking for
held from September 7 to 18 Idid it without much financial her,” said Jhajharia who sym 3
while three para-athletes who help. Now, with help from became the first pian “If we want the mindset of

dface Were present at the event — Target Olympic Podium to be honoured with the pe?le to fm}n calling
491 D.eepg Malik (shot p!n), S'chgme (TOPS) and this ini- PadmaShn award in 2012. us ifferently-abled instead of
Niranjan Mukundan (swim- tiative, 1 am confident of  Arjuna Awardee Saroha disabled, we ourselves need to
mer) and Suyash Jadhav repeating my Athens perfc ffered a car accident at the stop asking for sympathy.”
Deepa Malik Suyash jadhav Niranjan Mukundan
THE 46-year-old mother of two has THIS 22-year-old para swimmer in THIS para swimmer is the reigning
four mentions in the Limca Book of the S7 category, (S1to S10isa junior world champion. Though the
Records for success in various category for physically impaired 22-year-old hasn’t qualified for Rio,
adventure sports. She will swimmers. 1 being the worst physical he is going to train in Thailand to
participate in the shot put 53 disability while 10 is the least) has achieve the mark. He was born witha '
category (athletes having normal already achieved Rio's ‘A’ physical deformity called spina bifida
hand function, complete or limited qualification mark of 33.92. The 11- (incomplete development of the
trunk function, and no leg function) year-old Suyash was electrocuted spinal cord, and clubbed feet). He
for Rio. She faced a spinal tumor while ding a marriage ¢ y won 10 medals (seven golds and
attack in 1999 and is since He didn’t give up, started swimming three silvers) in the World junior
confined to a wheelchair. again. He hopes to represent India. Games, Netherlands last year.
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