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Indian team for 2nd T20
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Indian team for 2nd T20 WC for Blind announced

Mumbai, Dec 21 (PTI) A 17-member Indian team was today announced for the upcoming second World T20
for the visually challenged to be held in the country from January 28, next year.

Cricket Association for the Blind in India (CABI) president Mahantesh GK said selecting the team was a tough
task and there are 9 players named as reserves apart from the 17 in the team from 10 states of the nation.

The World Cup will be held till February 12 and the final will be played in Bengaluru.

The announcement was made today after Indusind Bank launched the 'World Champions Programme - Cricket
for the Blind' here.

The programme is in partnership with Cricket Association for the Blind in India - Sports Initiative of
Samarthanam Trust for the Disabled, to aid the Indian Blind Cricket Team. Under the programme, the Bank
will be supporting the Indian Blind Cricket Team, comprising 26 players.

Under it, the team will undergo rigorous training workshops and camp. Mahantesh said the Board of Cricket
for Control in India has said that they will support the World Cup.

Skipper Ajay Kumar Reddy said the team will start preparations for the tournament from January 5 from a
camp in Indore and he and his men will give more than 100 per cent.

"We are short of funds and appeal corporates to support the initiative", another senior official of the
Association said.

He said neighbouring country Nepal asked for travel fair for the tournament. The winners will get Rs 20 lakh
and the runners up will be richer by Rs 15 lakh.

The final 17 member Indian Cricket Team for the 2nd T-20 World Cup for the Blind - Ajay Kumar Reddy
(Captain), Prakasha Jayaramaiah (Vice-Captain), Deepak Malik, Rambir Singh, Sukhram Majhi, T Durga Rao,
Sunil R, D Venkateswara Rao, Ganeshbhai Muhundkar, Md Faisal, Md Farhan, Ketanbhai Patel, Md Jafar Igbal,
Sonu Golkar, Anish Beg and Prem Kumar G.




Indusind Bank

Newspaper

Headlines

Edition

Language

TOI

Lost sight, but Reddy, Baig
are always game for a fight

Mumbai

English

Lost sight, but Reddy

Gaurav.Gupta@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Ask Ajay Kumar Reddy, who
was on Wednesday named as the capta-
inof the17-member Indian team for the
upcoming second World T20 for the vi-
sually challenged, which be held in the
country from January 28-February 12
next year, about what is the biggest
challengefor hisside, and theanswer is
simple: ‘Finance."

BLIND WORLD CUP

It is indeed ironical that a sport
which is known for being cash-rich in
India, can even be associated for the
lack of it, but we're taking about ‘blind
cricket’ here, and the problem here
starts right from the grassroots to the
top.

The son of a farmer in Guntur, it
wasn't easy for Reddy, who would play
cricket ‘all night' under lights as a

Santosh Bane

Baig are always game for a fight

idea of his son playing sport. “Getajob.
You're borrowing money from the
others,” he would tell me. ‘T stopped tel-
ling him that I'm playing cricket,” Baig
tellsTOL

Life is much better for Reddy since
he became an India player in 2010, and
then captain earlier this year. “I wasn't
recruited in the sports quota, but on

8 ‘merit’ by the State Bank of Hyderabad.

(centre) will lead the Indian team for the
2nd edition of the World T20 for the blind

child, to pursue the sport professional-
1y. Cricket equipment, especially a bat
(agood one can cost a few thousand ru-
pees)can beexpensive. For histeamma-
te Anees Baig, who hails from a village
in Nashik, it was even tougher: His fat-
her, a truck driver didn't support the

However, I was recently promoted on
‘sportsquota,' whichisafirstforablind
cricketer in India. I joined there as a
clerk, but now I'm PO (assistant mana-
ger),” says Reddy, who was Man of the
match and series against England in
2010.

He was made the vice-captain of the
Indian team in 2012, the year that they
won the inaugural WorldT20, in Banga-
lore. He was then a part of the team
which won the ODI World Cup in 2014 in
Cape Town, and then led theside to Asia

Cup triumph earlier this year. While
runs and wickets haven't been a pro-
blem for him, financestill is. “I'vetocle-
araloanof Rs4lakhsonme,” hereveals.

It' Il help that the winners’ prize mo-
ney at the World Cup is Rs151akh, while
therunners-upget Rs10lakh. “If wewin
something, I'll return the money I bor-
rowed from my friends for buying my
equipment,” says Baig.

For things to improve, Reddy feels
the Cricket Association for the Blind in
India (CABI) must be supported by the
Board of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI). “All the other teams are raising
their game. Apart from India, all the
other countries’ boards have ‘adopted’
blind cricket. The Pakistan Cricket Bo-
ard (PCB) haseven given its blind crick-
eters contracts, while the English
Cricket Board (ECB), looks after all the
expenses of its team. “Recently, Virat
Kohli and Shikhar Dhawan told me that

we must be supported. The BCCI offici-
alshavespoken inthemedia that they'll
support us, but on paper, nothing has
happened,” rued Reddy, even as Indu-
sInd Bank announced on Wednesday
that it'll support the Indian Blind team,
comprising 26 players (including nine
reserves).

Reddy feels that a bit of help from
both the government and corporates
will go a long way in raising the stan-
dard of blind cricketin India. The 26-ye-
ar-old has sacrificed his personal life
toofor the sport. “All my leaves are used
up by playing cricket. I've no leaves left
to even take my wife out for a holiday!”
hesays. With time, he’slosing visionra-
pidly too (he was in ‘B3’ category, but is
now a B2 category blind cricketer), but
for now, all Reddy wants to dois beat Pa-
kistan again and lift the trophy. “We've
never lost to them in the World Cup,” he
saysproudly.
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Asian Age English

Reddy to captain
blind cricket team

Mumbai: Ajay Kumar Reddy
from Andhra Pradesh will lead
the Indian team that will partic-
ipate in the second edition of
the T20 World Cup for the
Blind, which will be hosted in
India from January 28 to
February 12, 2017.

This announcement was made
during a press conference by
Cricket Association for the
Blind in India (CABI) president
Mahantesh GK, who also men-
tioned that Prakasha
Jayaramaiah from Karnataka
would be the vice-captain.

On the occasion the CABI also
announced their association
with Indusind Bank for the sup-
port of the Indian team.
Indusind Bank launched the
'World Champions Programme
- Cricket for the Blind'.

Squad: Ajay Kumar Reddy (Captain -
Andhra Pradesh), Prakasha
Jayaramaiah (V.-Captain - Karnataka),
Deepak Malik, Rambir Singh (both
Haryana), Sukhram Majhi, Md Jafar
Igbal (both Odisha), T. Durga Rao, D
Venkateswara Rao, Prem Kumar G. (all
Andhra Pradesh), Sunil R (Karnataka),
Ganeshbhai Muhundkar, Ketanbhai
Patel (both Gujarat), Md Faisal (Uttar
Pradesh), Md Farhan (Kerala), Sonu
Golkar (Madhya Pradesh), Golu Kunar
(Jharkhand), Anish Beg (Maharashtra).
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Indian team for 2nd T20
WC for Blind announced

English

Indian team for 2nd T20
WC for Blind announced

Mumbai

A 17-member Indian team
was announced for the up-
coming second World T20
for the visually challenged
to be held in the country
from January 28, next year.
Cricket Association for the
Blind in India (CABI) presi-
dent Mahantesh GK said
selecting the team was a
tough task and there are 9
players named as reserves
apart from the 17 in the
team from 10 states of the
nation. The World Cup will
be held till February 12 and
the final will be played in
Bengaluru.

The announcement was
made today after Indusind
Bank launched the ‘World
Champions Programme -
Cricket for the Blind’ here.
The programme is in part-

nership with Cricket Asso-
ciation for the Blind in In-
dia - Sports Initiative of
Samarthanam Trust for the
Disabled, to aid the Indian
Blind Cricket Team. Under
the programme, the Bank
will be supporting the Indi-
an Blind Cricket Team,
comprising 26 players. Un-
der it, the team will under-
go rigorous training work-

shops and camp. Ma-
hantesh said the Board of
Cricket for Control in India
has said that they will sup-
port the World Cup. Skipper
Ajay Kumar Reddy said the
team will start prepara-
tions for the tournament
from January 5 from a
camp in Indore and he and
his men will give more than
100 per cent.
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Ajay Kumar Reddy to captain Indian Blind Cricket team

UMBAL Ajsy  Kumas

Reddy from  Andbra
Pradesh will lead the Indian
toam that will pasticipate in
the sevond edition of the T-20
World Cup for the Biind.
which will be hosted In In-
dian starteg from lanusy 28
10 Febivary 12, 2017,

This announcement was
made during a peess condet-
ence by Cricket Avociation
for the Bland In India (CABN)
president Mahantesh  GX,
who also mentloned that
Prakashs Jayaramaiah from
Karnataka would be the vice-
caprasn,

“The Indian team was s

lected aier monitotieg the
performances of the players
Suring several domentic 1oue-
namoents and It was quite a
sough Bk selecting the 17-
member team, which com
prive of players from 10 states
in the country,” Mahantesh
montioned

On 1he ocemlon the CARL
alio annournsced thalr assoct
ation with Indusind Bank foe
the support of the Indian
team, Tndaslnd Bank
Bunched the "World Cham-
plons Programane - Cricket
tor the Blind'.

The programme In pan-
norship with CABI - Spores

~

Inigative of Samaithanam
Trust for the Disabled, (o ald
the Indisn Blind Cricket
Toam I thelr quest for sport.
Ing glory.

Under the World Champi-
ons Programme - Cricket for
the Blind, the Indusind Bank
willl be supponing the Indian
Faind Crlcket Team, compiis-
Irg 26 players that will be
represonting India a1 interna-
sonal teurnament and do-
mestic competiions, The
programme would also en-
sute 10 ofganice yeas-long
cricketing events n associs-
son with CABI,

The Indian Tean:  Ajay

Kumar Roddy (Coplain -
Andhra Pradesh), Prakasha
Jaysramalah (Viee-Captain -
Kamataka), Decpak
Rambir  Singh
Haryana), Sukhram Majhi,
Md Jalar lgbal (both Odishal,
T Durga  Rao, 1]
Venkateswara Rao, Prem
Kumar G, (all  Andhra
Pradesh), Sunll R (Kar-
nataka), Ganeshbhal
Mubundkar, Ketanbhal Patel
(both Gujarat), Md Faisal
(Uttar Pradesh), Md Farhan
(Kerada), Sonu Golkar (Mad-
hya Pradosh), Golu Kunar
(Iharkhand), Anish Beg (Ma-
harashira),
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Reddy hoping World Cup can help dad repay 34 lakh debt
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Indian Blind cricket captain Ajay Kumar Reddy and team all set to defend their T20 WG crown in Kochi
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Indian team for 2nd
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Blind announced
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Indian team for 2nd
Punyanagri T20 World Cup for Mumbai Marathi
Blind announced
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Blind announced
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Blind announced
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Indian team for 2nd
Roz Ki Khaberin T20 World Cup for Hindi
Blind announced
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Indian team for 2nd
T20 World Cup for Mumbai Hindi
Blind announced
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Indian team for 2nd
NavBharat T20 World Cup for Mumbai Hindi
Blind announced
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launches ‘World
Champions
Programme - Cricket
for the Blind’ in
partnership with
Cricket Association
for the Blind in India.
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Agencies, Mumbai

IndusInd Bank today
announced the launch
of the ‘World Champi-
ons Programme-Cricket
for the Blind’, in partner-
ship with Cricket Associa-
tion for the Blind in India
(CABI). The initiative
was taken up by
Samarthanam Trust for

the Disabled to aid the In-
dian Blind Cricket Team
in their quest for sporting
glory.

The Indian blind crick-
et team was consisting of
26 players that will repre-
sent India at Domestic
and International tourna-
ments. Speaking at the
occasion IndusInd Bank
COO Paul Abraham said
here, ‘The objective of the
IndusInd Bank World
Champions Programme-
Cricket for the Blind, is to
groom the talent and sup-
port cricket among the vi-
sually challenged. We will

help the players surpass
their capabilities and
cross new boundaries by
providing them with nec-
essary infrastructure.

We hope this will en-
courage them and other
budding cricket enthusi-
asts to overcome their
disability and play for the
country.” The IndusInd
Bank World Champions
Programme-Cricket for
the Blind, will organise
year-long cricketing
events, In association
with CABI. This will in-
clude the T20 World Cup
for the blind and partial-
ly-sighted to be held from
January 28, 2017 in In-
dia. IndusInd Bank will
provide all support and
infrastructure required,
to participate and per-
form at the highest level,
to the players. Under the
programme, the team
would undergo rigourous
training workshops and
camps.




